Flat Character

a character who embodies a single

quality and who does not develop
in the course of a story




“They must, she said, produce a child if they could. So the
performance continued to happen, once a week quite regularly,
whenever 1t was not impossible. She even used to remind him of it in
the morning, as something which had to be done that evening and
which must not be forgotten. She had two names for it. One was
"making a baby," and the other was "our duty to the Party."

“that moment was mixed up with the thought of Katharine's white
body, frozen for ever by the hypnotic power of the Party. Why did it
always have to be like this?”

(1984 - George Orwell)
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Answer These
Questions:

What about Katharine makes her a flat
character?

How does the flat character affect the theme of
the book?

How does the flat character affect the way a
reader views other characters?

What is the author’s purpose in including a flat
character?

What message does the flat character provide?



Now You Try!

In 2-3 sentences, describe someone you know

as if they were a flat character.




